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Chemistry is extremely important in the pharmaceutical field —
especially when it’s between two prestigious and ambitious

pharmacists who are married to one another.

“Working in the same field gives us the opportunity to
have dialogue on issues impacting what we do each day,”
Dr. Henry Lewis III, professor and director in the College
of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences at Florida A&M
University (FAMU), said of his wife, Dr. Marisa Lewis.
“We see things from a different vantage point. It's been

very helpful.”

Today, the two accomplished pharmacists spend their days in
a university setting leading, training and educating students,
and then go home to consult with one another. “T am always
looking for fresh ideas, and it’s very helpful to get Henry’s
perspective on things,” said Marisa Lewis, who is currently
the executive director of the Student National Pharmaceutical
Association (SNPhA) and an associate professor at FAMU.

After more than 30 years in the pharmaceutical field,
Henry Lewis’ experiences have been extensive. Since he
began teaching and administration at FAMU in 1974,
enrollment in the pharmacy program has increased by over
600 percent, the college has added three new Ph.D. programs,
graduated 60 percent of the African American Ph.D.
recipients in the pharmaceutical sciences, and produced

25 percent of the nation’s black pharmacists.

One of Henry Lewis’ proudest achievements recently came
to fruition — the completion of a new 126,000-square-foot,
$33 million state-of-the-art College of Pharmacy building at
FAMU. “Its a dream that has been five years in the making,”
Henry Lewis said. “To see the energy of the 1,200 students
from more than 33 states in the U.S. as well as foreign
countries utilizing this outstanding training facility is

exhilarating.”
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1965: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. calls for
nonviolent protests if Alabama blacks are not in America.
allowed to register and vote.
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MONDAY

1624: William Tucker, first African child born

He believes his career path has been led by divine interven-
tion. “Never in my wildest dreams could I have imagined that
all this was within my reach. I believe that success is the inter-
section of where opportunity meets preparation,” he said.
Marisa Lewis shares her husband’s belief in divine guidance.
“Initially, I was unsure if I wanted to practice medicine or
pharmacy. I was led to pharmacy, and pharmacy has been

wonderful to me.”

Like her husband, Marisa Lewis also has spent most of her
career in academia. But she believes her previous experiences
in retail and hospital pharmacy as well as in corporate
America as a medical information specialist have paved the
way. “My true love is working with students,” she said.

“They motivate me.”

She takes pride in promoting the profession. In 1999 and
2000 she served as auxiliary spokesperson and spokesperson,
respectively, for the American Pharmaceutical Association —
McNeil Consumer Health Care’s Partnership for Self-Care
and Medicine Cabinet Safety campaigns. In 2004 she was
recognized by the National Pharmaceutical Association with

its highest honor for her service to the organization.

If Henry Lewis one day becomes a university president,
Marisa Lewis plans to be at his side. They got a taste of that
leadership responsibility when he served as interim president
of FAMU in 2002. “I want to be supportive of him in every
way so that we complement one another,” she said.
“Whatever happens with our careers, we will continue to

support each other and mentor students.”

“We are in the business of dream making,” Henry Lewis
said. “I believe that you measure success not by your own
personal achievement, but by the achievement of people

with whom you have the opportunity to come in contact.”
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1920: Andrew “Rube” Foster organizes

first black baseball league, the Negro

National League.

1971: The Congressional Black Caucus organized.
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1943: George Washington Carver, agricultural

1866: Fisk University founded in Nashville,
Tennessee.

1906: Paul Laurence Dunbar, poet

and writer, dies.

16

1978: NASA names African American
astronauts Maj. Frederick D. Gregory,
Maj. Guion S. Bluford Jr. and

Dr. Ronald E. McNair.

23

1891: Dr. Daniel Hale Williams founds
Provident Hospital in Chicago, the first
training hospital for black doctors and
nurses in the U.S.

30

1844: Richard Theodore Greener becomes
first black to graduate from Harvard.

1864: George Washington Carver, agricultural
scientist and inventor, born.

17

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday
observed

1942: Three-time heavyweight boxing cham-
pion Muhammad Ali (Cassius Clay) born.

24

1865: Congress passes 13th Amendment,
which, on ratification, abolishes slavery.

31

1919: Jackie Robinson, first black to
play in major league baseball, born.

1940: Benjamin O. Davis Sr. becomes U.S.
Army’s first black general.

18

1856: Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, pioneer heart
surgeon, born.

25

1851: Sojourner Truth addresses first Black
Women's Rights Convention, Akron, Ohio.

January 2005

1948: Supreme Court rules blacks have right
to study law at state institutions.

19

1918: John H. Johnson, editor and publisher
of Ebony and Jet magazines, born.

26

1954: Dr. Theodore K. Lawless, dermatologist,
awarded the Spingarn Medal for research in
skin-related diseases.

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

6

1831: The World Anti-Slavery Convention
opens in London.

13

1990: L. Douglas Wilder inaugurated as
first African American governor (Virginia)
since Reconstruction.

20

1993: Maya Angelou, a great voice of con-
temporary literature, delivers On the Pulse of
Morning at the presidential inauguration.
2001: Colin Powell sworn in as first black
secretary of state.

27

1961: Leontyne Price, world-renowned opera
singer, makes her Metropolitan Opera debut.
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FRIDAY

7

1890: William B. Purvis patents fountain pen.

1955: Marian Anderson debuts as first black
to perform at Metropolitan Opera.

14

1975: William T. Coleman named secretary
of transportation.

21

1870: Hiram Revels elected first black U.S.
senator, replacing Jefferson Davis for the
Mississippi seat.

28

1998: Sarah “Madam C.J." Walker, first
black female millionaire, honored on U.S.
postage stamp.
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SATURDAY

1

New Year’s Day
1863: Abraham Lincoln issues
Emancipation Proclamation.

8

1811: Charles Deslandes leads slave revolt
in Louisiana.

15

1929: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a major
voice for civil rights in the 20th century, born.

22

1949: James Robert Gladden becomes first
black certified in orthopedic surgery.

29

1926: Violette Neatly Anderson becomes first
black woman lawyer to argue a case before
the Supreme Court.
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