
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

1991: Judge Clarence Thomas formally
seated as 106th associate justice of U.S.
Supreme Court.

1954: Charles C. Diggs elected Michigan’s
first African American congressman.

1983: President Ronald Reagan designates
Martin Luther King Jr. Day a national 
holiday.

1981: Thirman L. Milner elected mayor of
Hartford, Connecticut, becoming first black
mayor in New England.

1992: Carol Moseley Braun becomes first
black woman in Senate.

ELECTION DAY

1879: Thomas Elkins patents refrigeration
apparatus.

1968: Shirley Chisholm of Brooklyn, 
New York, becomes first African American
woman elected to Congress.

1900: James Weldon Johnson and
J. Rosamond Johnson compose 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

1989: L. Douglas Wilder elected governor
of Virginia, becoming nation’s first black
governor since Reconstruction.

1938: Crystal Bird Faucet elected state 
representative in Pennsylvania, becoming
first black woman to serve in a state 
legislature.

1731: Mathematician, urban planner and
inventor Benjamin Banneker born.

2000: Brown University names 
Ruth Simmons, Ph.D., president. 

1983: Wilson Goode elected Philadelphia’s
first African American mayor.

VETERANS DAY

1989: Civil Rights Memorial dedicated 
in Montgomery, Alabama.

1941: Mary Cardwell Dawson founds the
National Negro Opera Company.

1894: Albert C. Richardson patents 
casket-lowering device.

1915: Booker T. Washington, 
educator and writer, dies.

1881: Payton Johnson patents 
swinging chair.

1981: Pam Johnson named publisher of the
Ithaca Journal in New York, becoming first
African American woman to head a daily
newspaper.

1980: Howard University airs WHHM, 
first African American-operated public 
radio station.

1797: Sojourner Truth, abolitionist and 
Civil War nurse, born.

1953: Roy Campanella named Most 
Valuable Player in National Baseball 
League for the second time.

1865: Howard Seminary (later Howard
University) founded in Washington, D.C.

1923: Garrett A. Morgan patents traffic
light signal.

1893: Granville T. Woods patents electric
railway conduit.

1930: Elijah Muhammed establishes the
Nation of Islam.

1897: A.J. Beard patents the Jenny Coupler,
still used to connect railroad cars.

1897: John L. Love patents pencil sharpener.

1868: Pianist Scott Joplin, the “Father of
Ragtime,” born.

1975: Suriname gains independence 
from the Netherlands.

1970: Charles Gordone becomes first 
black playwright to receive the Pulitzer
Prize (for No Place to Be Somebody).

THANKSGIVING DAY

1990: Charles Johnson awarded National
Book Award for fiction for Middle Passage.

1960: Novelist Richard Wright dies. 1908: Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall born.

“My mother always told me to be proud 
of who I am. I’m an intelligent woman. I
respect where I’ve been, where I’m
going and I always have a dream.”

Wanda McGee-Igiozee, RN
Aetna Nurse Case Manager
Dallas, Texas

timeline >>
1982
Fostine Riddick became the first black
nurse appointed to the board of
trustees of a major academic institution,
Tuskegee University, Alabama.
1991
Brig. Gen. Clara Adams-Ender became
the first black woman and nurse to be
appointed commander general of an
Army post. As the highest-ranking
woman in the Army, she commanded
more than 20,000 nurses serving in
the Persian Gulf War.

THIS MONTH

American Diabetes Month

1897: J.A. Sweeting patents cigarette-
rolling device. 
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Betty Smith Williams learned from her mother that she could

make a difference by becoming actively involved. When Betty

was growing up in South Bend, Ind., her mother was always

active in social and civic organizations. “I saw very early on

how activism and collectivism could impact change,” she said.

This early example inspired Betty to lead a life of involvement.

In the late sixties, she cofounded the Council of Black Nurses in

Los Angeles, and later became a founder and seventh president of

the National Black Nurses Association. Today she is president of

the National Coalition of Ethnic Minority Nurse Associations,

which addresses cultural diversity in the nursing profession and

the health care status of Americans from diverse cultures. 

In 1957, Betty began her nursing journey in home health care

and later in public health, before becoming a professor at UCLA,

University of Colorado and California State University. “Because

of my age and the times, I was by myself in a lot of things. I

was the first black person to wear the cap of Frances Payne

Bolton School of Nursing, Case Western University. And I was

the first black person to teach nursing in a California college or

university,” she said. 

That’s why one of Betty’s driving forces has been to promote

racial diversity and to get African Americans involved in nursing

leadership. She is a role model and mentor for nurses globally.

“What satisfies me most is that through my work, and the work

of my peers, we have stimulated others to find avenues in 

nursing,” said the avid African art collector. 

After 45 years in the field, Betty says nursing still excites her.

Retiring, she said, isn’t on the horizon anytime soon for either

her or Harold, her husband of 48 years. “I hope to have the

opportunity to identify, influence and inspire more people. The

greatest compliment is when someone decides to do what you

like to do,” she said. “I would like to be around to pass on the

mantle of leadership.”

BETTY SMITH WILLIAMS
DrPH, RN, FAAN
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