
M. Elizabeth Carnegie, DPA, RN, FAAN
M. Elizabeth Carnegie has exhibited courage, integrity and 
commitment to the advancement of the nursing profession, as well 
as to the advancement of black and other minority nurses. 

Dr. Carnegie was employed at the American Journal of Nursing 
company from 1953 until 1978 and is currently editor emerita of
Nursing Research. She has written, edited and contributed chapters 
to nearly 20 books and is author of all three editions of the award-
winning The Path We Tread: Blacks in Nursing Worldwide, 1854-1994. 

She initiated the baccalaureate nursing program at the historically
black Hampton University in Virginia, where the archives are named
in her honor. A past president of the American Academy of Nursing
(1978-1979) and chair of the ANA's Minority Fellowship Program
Advisory Committee (1988-1999), she served as dean and professor 
of the school of nursing at Florida A&M University (1945-1953). 

Since retiring in 1978, Dr. Carnegie has served as an independent 
consultant for scientific writing and as distinguished visiting professor
for the Schools of Nursing at Hampton University; the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro; Pennsylvania State University in
University Park; Indiana University in Indianapolis; University of
Massachusetts at Amherst; University of Michigan, Ann Arbor; and
Virginia Commonwealth University of Richmond. She has occupied
endowed chairs at Adelphi University in New York and Memphis
State University in Tennessee. 

She has received eight honorary doctorates and countless awards,
including the George Arens Pioneer Medal from her alma mater,
Syracuse University; the President’s Award from Sigma Theta Tau
International; and the Living Legend Award from the Association of
Black Nurse Faculty in Higher Education.

Ora L. Strickland, PhD, DSc (Hon), RN, FAAN
Ora L. Strickland is professor in the Nell Hodgson Woodruff School
of Nursing at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, where she is the
first holder of the Independence Foundation Endowed Professorship. She
is also a research specialist at the Atlanta Veterans Administration
Medical Center. 

Dr. Strickland served as professor in the School of Nursing at the
University of Maryland, Baltimore, and taught at the University of
North Carolina and North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State
University. She has held nursing positions at Davidson County Health
Department and Harlem Hospital Center in New York City.

An internationally known specialist and author in nursing research,
measurement, evaluation, maternal and child health, and parenting, 
Dr. Strickland is founding editor of The Journal of Nursing
Measurement. She has presented more than 200 lectures, speeches and
workshops. A former columnist for the Baltimore Sun, her column,
“Nurse’s Station,” won two health journalism awards. An Associated
Press story about her National Institutes of Health-funded study of
premenstrual syndrome has gained national media attention. She is
also one of the Emory site principal investigators for the Women’s
Health Initiative, which is the largest known clinical trial of its kind
studying 164,000 postmenopausal women nationally over the course
of 13 years.

Dr. Strickland holds a PhD in child development and family relations
from the University of North Carolina, Greensboro, an MS in maternal
and child health nursing from Boston University, and a BA in nursing
from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University,
Greensboro. She received honorary doctorate of science degrees 
from the Ohio Medical College, Toledo, and Grand Valley State
University, Allendale, Michigan. She lives in Alpharetta, Georgia, 
with her two sons, David and Steven Cantor.

Ernest J. Grant, RN, MSN
Ernest J. Grant is nursing education clinician for burn outreach at the
North Carolina Jaycee Burn Center at University of North Carolina
Hospital in Chapel Hill. He serves as the center’s liaison to prehospital,
hospital and allied health professionals and corporations, providing
continuing education on the immediate care and prevention of burn
injuries. Mr. Grant oversees the burn center’s prevention program.

Through his efforts, North Carolina became the first state to 
successfully implement the Learn-Not-To-Burn® curriculum in 
every one of the state’s fourth-grade classes. He is launching a 
preschool version of the class across the state. 

Mr. Grant has written numerous articles for publication in scientific
and research journals and textbooks. He is completing two safety
research projects that examine the impact of fireworks legalization 
on health care and fire-suppression costs.

A 2002 recipient of the Honorary Nurse Practitioner award bestowed
by the American Nurses Association, Mr. Grant is also Nursing
Spectrum magazine’s 2002 Nurse of the Year. He was awarded the
Governor’s Award of Excellence in 1998, the highest honor given to a
North Carolina state employee. Active in the promotion of the nursing
profession, he served as vice president of the North Carolina Nursing
Association from 1998 to 2000 and as consultant to the North
Carolina Association of Nursing Students.

Mr. Grant holds an MS in nursing education from the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro and a BS in nursing from North
Carolina Central University at Durham. He received his practical
nurse education (LPN) at Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community
College in 1977.

Betty Smith Williams, DrPH, RN, FAAN
Dr. Betty Smith Williams is professor emeritus, Department of Nursing,
California State University, Long Beach. She is former dean and 
professor, School of Nursing, University of Colorado Health Sciences
Center in Denver, and she has also held faculty and assistant dean
positions in the School of Nursing at UCLA. She continues to teach
and mentor nursing students and to provide her expertise to a variety
of health organizations and companies.

Dr. Williams is a founder, charter member and seventh president of the
National Black Nurses Association. She cofounded the Council of
Black Nurses Inc., Los Angeles, in 1968. She is president of the
National Coalition of Ethnic Minority Nurse Associations and was
elected a fellow of the American Academy of Nursing in 1980.

Dr. Williams has been national treasurer of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Inc. and president of DST Telecommunications Inc. She has
served on philanthropic and corporate boards, including Blue Cross of
California. She is a member of the National Black Leadership
Roundtable, Summit Health Coalition, and the Black Congress on
Health, Law and Economics.

A recipient of the Distinguished Alumnae Award from Frances Payne
Bolton School of Nursing at Case Western Reserve University, Dr.
Williams has been listed among the 100+ Influential Organization
Leaders by Ebony magazine. In 1989, the UCLA School of Public
Health established the Betty Smith Williams Scholarship for graduate
education of African American students.

Dr. Williams holds a doctor of public health and an MS in nursing 
from the University of California, Los Angeles; an MN in nursing
from Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio; and a BS 
in zoology from Howard University, Washington, D.C. She lives in 
Los Angeles with her husband, architect Harold Louis Williams.

Jacquelin Holland, RCN, CRNP
Jacquelin Holland’s 29 years as a nurse practitioner encompass both
nursing management and clinical practice. She is the director of
screening services at the Columbus Cancer Clinic in Ohio. For the
past two years she has served as a grant reviewer for the Ohio
Commission on Minority Health.

Through her work at Planned Parenthood of Central Ohio, Ms. Holland
became one of the first nurse practitioners in the state trained in
women’s health and family planning. 

Her dedication to cancer screening and detection in the African
American community includes her roles as president of the Columbus
Black Nurses Association; board member of All Women, One Cause;
and member of the Columbus Black Women’s Health Project. She also
is a member of the Ohio Breast and Cervical Cancer Coalition, the
Oncology Nursing Society and the National Black Leadership
Initiative on Cancer. She is a volunteer with the American Cancer
Society’s Embracing Wellness program.

In 2002 Ms. Holland was named Midwest Region Nurse of the Year
by Nursing Spectrum magazine. She has received the Columbus Black
Nurses Association Clinical Excellence Award, the Outstanding Employee
Award from the Columbus Cancer Clinic and the William J. Hicks
Excellence Award from the African American Cancer Support Group. 

Ms. Holland received her nursing diploma from Ohio’s Grant Hospital
School of Nursing in 1966. In 2002, she was selected to participate in
an educational program through the Oncology Nursing Society in
Miami, Fla. She also established a scholarship fund, named after her
sons, for the Columbus Black Nurses Association to encourage the
education of minority nurses. Ms. Holland is married to Benjamin
Holland, a pharmacist, and has one son, David. Her second son,
Jamal, passed away in 1986 at the age of 12.

Marvel King Davis, RN, MSN
Marvel King Davis is a clinical nurse specialist in psychiatry. She is
service manager for dual diagnosis at Yale-New Haven Psychiatric
Hospital. She has been working with Yale-New Haven since 1989. 
In 1987, she worked as a psychiatric reviewer for Aetna. In the early
years of her career, she was the head nurse of the Day Hospital at 
the Connecticut Mental Health Center and staff nurse at the Yale
Psychiatric Institute. 

A lifelong learner, Ms. Davis received a teaching certificate from the
Yale University/New Haven Teachers Institute, enabling her to
become a family life educator at Hillhouse High School in New
Haven. She served as director of the summer Infant/Toddler Program
for the New Haven Public School Family Life Program and was a
board member of Planned Parenthood of New Haven. She currently
serves as president of the board of directors of Dixwell Newhallville
Community Mental Health Services.

In 2000, Ms. Davis received a Distinguished Alumna Citation from
the Yale School of Nursing. She is an active member of the National
Black Nurses Association, and in 2001 was named the organization’s
historian. She is a past president of the Southern Connecticut Black
Nurses Association.

Ms. Davis holds an MSN in psychiatric nursing from the Yale School
of Nursing and a BSN from Seton Hall University. She was appointed
by the Yale Council of Masters to be a fellow of Calhoun College, 
and she served on the board of governors of the Association of Yale
Alumni. A New Haven resident, she and her husband, Reid Davis,
have three sons.

Sherrie Hinz, RN, EMSRN
Sherrie Hinz is a trained critical care nurse who works on the ground
and in the air. She is a critical care nurse at Valley Hospital Medical
Center in Las Vegas, Nevada, and a critical care fixed-wing nurse for
Med Flight Air Ambulance. The mother of one child, Isaac, she also
works as the marketing program facilitator for Med Flight Air Ambulance.

Ms. Hinz’s community involvement includes volunteering for the
Payback program, which promotes the medical profession among 
middle school children, and leading education sessions for SISTA
to SISTA, which promotes HIV/AIDS risk-reduction to women of
color in the lower socioeconomic community.

In 2002, Ms. Hinz received the Rose Award from the Professional
Black Women’s Association, and she was a 2002 nominee for ICU
Nurse of the Year. She is a member of the Southern Nevada Black
Nurses Association, the Wildlife Federation and Nature Conservationists.

Ms. Hinz received an associate’s degree in applied sciences from the
Community College of Southern Nevada in 1995. She participates in
continuing education courses to further develop her critical care skills. 

Linda Burnes Bolton, DrPH, RN, FAAN 
Dr. Linda Burnes Bolton is vice president and chief nursing officer 
of Cedars-Sinai Health System and Research Institute, Los Angeles.
She oversees administrative and nursing practice, nursing, research,
nursing and allied health education, patient education and nursing 
performance improvement. She also is involved with the Institute of
Professional Nursing Development, which is addressing the nursing
shortage by promoting the profession.

Dr. Burnes Bolton has dedicated her career to improving access to
health care and health status for all members of society. Her research
focus is women’s health, health policy and organizational development.
At Cedars-Sinai, she leads research teams on health services and nursing.
She has held positions as staff nurse, clinical nurse specialist, public
member of government advisory boards, health care executive, com-
munity and public health nurse, university faculty and consultant. 

Dr. Burnes Bolton holds graduate faculty appointments at the
University of California, Los Angeles; University of California, San
Francisco; and California State University, Los Angeles. She is a
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing.  

Author of several articles, books, videos and audiotapes, Dr. Burnes
Bolton codeveloped the National Black Nurses Association Community
Collaboration Model, which is utilized in more than 100 communities
throughout the United States as a framework for improving community
health. In February 2002, she was appointed by Health Secretary
Tommy Thompson to the National Advisory Council on Nursing
Education and Practice, Division of Nursing, Bureau of Health
Professions.

Dr. Burnes Bolton holds a BS in nursing from Arizona State
University, and an MA in nursing and public health and PhD in 
public health from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

Eleanor M. Butler, MS, RN
Eleanor Butler is a district supervising nurse for the New York City
Department of Health, where she oversees District 1 in Lower
Manhattan. Her career in nursing began in 1985, after she arrived 
in the United States from her native Bahamas, where she worked 
as a physiotherapist/chief physiotherapist from 1968 to 1980. 

In 1985, Ms. Butler became a staff nurse at Spaulding Rehabilitation
Hospital in Boston, Mass. She later worked as a health care facility
inspector for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Public
Health, where she monitored the quality of care in long-term facilities.

In 1991, Ms. Butler entered the school environment as a staff nurse at
Public School 146 in Manhatttan. In 1991, she furthered her supervisory
talents when she became the supervisor of nurses for the New York
City Department of Education. There, she managed 100-150 nurses
who cared for medically fragile children and students with special
needs in Manhattan and the Bronx.

Ms. Butler is a member of the New York State Nurses Association and
the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy, England. She was a presenter
at the Caribbean Health Educators Conference.

Ms. Butler holds an MS in education from Mercy College in New
York; an MA in nursing administration from Teachers College at
Columbia University; a BS in nursing from Boston University; and a
BS in physical therapy from Sargent College at Boston University.
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NEW YEAR’S DAY

1863: Abraham Lincoln issues Emancipation
Proclamation.

1889: Granville T. Woods patents automatic
cutoff switch for electric circuits.

1965: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. calls
for nonviolent protests if Alabama blacks
are not allowed to register and vote.

1624: William Tucker, first African child
born in America.

1920: National Negro Baseball League started.

1926: Mary Eliza Mahoney, America’s first
black trained nurse, dies.

1971: The Congressional Black Caucus
organized.

1943: George Washington Carver, 
agricultural scientist, dies.

1831: The World Anti-Slavery Convention
opens in London.

1890: William B. Purvis patents fountain pen. 

1955: Marian Anderson debuts as 
first African American to perform 
at Metropolitan Opera.

1811: Charles Deslandes leads slave 
revolt in Louisiana.

1866: Fisk University founded in 
Nashville, Tennessee.

1864: George Washington Carver, 
agricultural scientist, born.

1985: Reuben V. Anderson, first African
American appointed to Mississippi court.

1870: Ada B. Thoms, crusader for equal
opportunity for blacks in nursing, born.

1948: Supreme Court rules African
Americans have right to study law at 
state institutions.

1990: L. Douglas Wilder inaugurated as first
African American governor (Virginia) since
Reconstruction.

1975: William T. Coleman named 
Secretary of Transportation.

1929: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a major
voice for civil rights in the 20th century, born.

1978: NASA names black astronauts 
Maj. Frederick D. Gregory, Maj. Guion 
S. Bluford Jr., and Dr. Ronald E. McNair.

1942: Three-time heavyweight boxing
champion Muhammad Ali (Cassius Clay)
born.

1856: Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, pioneer
heart surgeon, born.

1969: UCLA renames its social 
science buildings to honor alumnus 
Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, diplomat. 

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.’S
BIRTHDAY OBSERVED

1977: Patricia Roberts Harris becomes first
black woman to hold a Cabinet post.

1936: Former Congresswoman 
Barbara Jordan born.

1949: James Robert Gladden becomes first
African American certified in orthopedic 
surgery.

1994: Spencer Crew appointed director 
of Smithsonian’s National Museum of
American History.

1891: Dr. Daniel Hale Williams founds
Provident Hospital in Chicago, the first 
training hospital for black doctors and 
nurses in the U.S.

1865: Congress passes 13th Amendment
which, on ratification, abolishes slavery.

1851: Sojourner Truth addresses first Black
Women’s Rights Convention, Akron, Ohio.

1954: Dr. Theodore K. Lawless, dermatolo-
gist, awarded the Spingarn Medal for
research in skin-related diseases.

1961: Leontyne Price makes her
Metropolitan Opera debut.

1787: Free Africa Society organized in
Philadelphia.

1998: Sarah “Madam C.J.” Walker, 
first African American female millionaire,
honored on U.S. postage stamp.

1926: Violette Neatly Anderson becomes
first black woman lawyer to argue a case
before the Supreme Court.

1979: Franklin Thomas named president 
of Ford Foundation.

1986: August Wilson’s Fences, starring
James Earl Jones, opens at Chicago’s
Goodman Theatre.

1951: National Association of Colored
Graduate Nurses formally dissolved.

“What I love about nursing is no matter who we are
or what we do, we make a tremendously positive
impact on a multitude of people.”

Ora L. Strickland, PhD, DSc (Hon), RN, FAAN
Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing
Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia

timeline >>
1890-1920s
African Americans established a 
network of approximately 200 black
hospitals and nurse training schools.
1893
Howard University, Washington, D.C.,
established nursing program leading
to a diploma.
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Healthy Weight Week 
(January 19-25) 

National Birth Defects Prevention Month


